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L-3 Applied Optics Center (AOC) Completes  
Large Optic Coating for MMT 

 
September 22, 2014 – Dallas, TX – L-3 Corporation’s Applied Optics Center (AOC) 
recently completed the coating of a large optic for the 6.5 m MMT. The MMT, located on 
the site of the Fred Lawrence Whipple 
Observatory, is one of the world’s largest 
astronomical telescopes, located on top of 
the 8,530-high Mount Hopkins, south of  
Tucson, Arizona. 
  
The window is the entrance window for 
the Binospec spectrograph, to be placed 
in operation at the MMT Observatory in 
2015.  The spectrograph will be capable 
of obtaining simultaneous optical spectra 
of up to 300 faint galaxies or stars at 
wavelengths between 390 and 1000 nm.  The entrance window protects the spectrograph 
optics from dust, moisture, and thermal shock. 
  
The window itself was a large-diameter optic that was coated with a proprietary coating in 
one of AOC’s unique large coating chambers. AOC designed, validated, and produced the 
coating to Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory specifications, and delivered the final 
optics on time and within specification. 
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“The successful completion of the coating of this optic represents our continued focus      
on the design, validation, and production of high-layer count, high-value coatings for 
specialized programs,” according to Jim Hooker, Director of Business Development for      
L-3’s Applied Optics Center. “We’re proud of our significant placement in this market,       
and look forward to continuing to serve mission-critical applications such as the one for    
the MMT.” 
 
L-3 Applied Optics Center (www.l-3com.com/aoc), part of L-3 Communications (NYSE: 
LLL) Warrior Systems Division, designs and manufactures extremely complex thin film 
coatings and optical assemblies for a wide variety of defense and commercial applications. 
The company has a rich, 50-year history of manufacturing highly reliable optical systems 
for military applications, and is one of the largest manufacturers of laser protection filters 
and related optical assemblies, binoculars, and sighting systems for the U.S. Army. AOC is 
now using that broad experience to provide optical solutions for commercial markets 
worldwide, as well. 
 
For more information, please contact Jim Hooker, L-3 AOC Director of Business 
Development, at 401.885.2084, or at Jim.Hooker@L-3Com.com. 
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